How to Plan a Low-Maintenance Balcony Herb Garden

Home and Garden - about 27 minutes - 2026-11-06

Create a compact balcony herb garden that is safe, useful, and manageable. These 25 steps cover
building rules, sun and wind, container stability, drainage, planting, watering, harvesting, pests,
seasonal care, and expanding only after the first pots thrive.

Things you will need

« Stable containers with adequate drainage holes

» Quality potting mix suited to the selected herbs

« Watering can with a controllable spout

 Pot feet or suitable saucers that follow building runoff rules
» Hand trowel, clean snips, and removable plant labels

» A small care notebook or dated photo record

Assessing the Balcony and Choosing Useful Herbs
1. Check tenancy and load rules first
Check tenancy, building, and safety rules before buying containers.

2. Track sun, shade, and wind daily
Observe direct sunlight, shade, wind, and reflected heat for several days.

3. Measure the floor and leave access
Measure a layout that preserves safe movement and drainage.

4. Pick herbs you actually cook with
Start with three to five herbs you already use in cooking.

5. Group plants with matching care needs
Group herbs by compatible growth and care needs.

Selecting Safe Containers and Planting the First Pots
6. Choose stable, correctly sized containers
Choose stable containers sized for the plant and balcony.

7. Confirm every pot drains freely
Confirm that every container drains freely.

8. Fill with fresh container potting mix
Fill the pots with a suitable container potting mix.

9. Anchor pots and shelves against falls
Position every pot, shelf, and bracket so it cannot fall or obstruct access.

10. Plant transplants at their original depth
Plant at the original root depth and allow room for mature growth.

Watering, Feeding, and Adapting to the Weather
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11. Test moisture before you water
Check moisture before watering instead of following a rigid calendar.
12. Water the roots and control runoff
Water thoroughly at the root zone and manage the runoff.
13. Adjust care for heat and cold
Adjust care during heat, wind, heavy rain, and cooler seasons.
14. Feed lightly and follow the label
Feed lightly according to the plants and product instructions.

15. Rotate and inspect pots weekly
Rotate and inspect the containers as part of routine care.

Harvesting, Preserving, and Preventing Common Problems

16. Harvest with clean tools and moderate cuts

Harvest established herbs with clean tools and moderate cuts.
17. Pinch flowers to extend leafy growth

Pinch flowers and repeat sowings according to your harvest goal.
18. Inspect leaves before pests spread

Inspect leaves and stems before pest problems spread.
19. Clear debris and keep airflow moving

Remove dead material and maintain airflow without over-pruning.
20. Preserve surplus while it is fresh

Preserve a manageable surplus while it is fresh and healthy.

Reviewing the Seasons and Expanding Gradually

21. Record conditions, care, and harvests

Keep a brief record of conditions, care, and harvests.
22. Plan frost protection before cold arrives

Plan seasonal protection before tender plants are exposed to cold.
23. Repot or divide tired plants

Refresh crowded or exhausted containers at an appropriate time.
24. Dispose of plant waste safely

Handle healthy plant waste through a system suited to your home.

25. Review the season before expanding
Review the season before adding another plant or planter.

Sources

1. Growing Herbs
https://extension.illinois.edu/herbs/growing

2. Plant a Container: Mediterranean Herbs
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/grow-your-own/containers/june-edible-container-idea

3. Growing Herbs in Containers and Indoors
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/growing-herbs-containers-and-indoors
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4. Container Gardening for Small Spaces
https://extension.umn.edu/news/container-gardening-small-spaces-big-beauty-tiny-places

5. Preserving Garden-Grown Herbs
https://extension.illinois.edu/blogs/good-growing/2025-11-25-preserving-garden-grown-herbs

Written as a checklist from https://www.howcompass.com/how-to/Plan-a-Low-Maintenance-Balcony-Herb-Garden. Corrections: https://www.hov

Howcompass - Page 3 of 3



